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NEW-YORK, THURSDAY, DEC, 13.
THE NEWS THIS MORNING,

FonrriaN.—Admiral Courbet, commander of the
French forces in Touquin, has receive d instructions
to seize Bac-Ninh if negotiations with the Chinese
{ail. A storm passed over Great Dritain and
Ireland on Tuesday night which damaged a vast
amount of property, wrecked many ships and de-
stroyed lives, The garrison of Khartoum has
boen strengthened. == King Alfonso of Span
in his speech to the Cortes will aunounce an exton-
sion of the suffrage and peace with France, =——
There have been several engagements between the
Government and insurgents in Hayti.

Coxaness.—The Senate confirmed several nomi-
nations by the President —Mr. Beck's resolu-
tion calling on the Secretary of the Treasury for
information respecting the management of nationul
finances was amended and adopted.——Mr.
Wilson addreased the Senate in support of his reso-
lution proposing an amendment to the Constitution,
to secure citizens their rights,

Domestic.—Judge Nixon, of the United States
Circuit Court, decided yesterday that the bonds
stolen by Alexander D. Hamilton, Treasurer of
Trenton, must bo pald by that city, = Two
large business blocks in St, Paul, Minn,, hisve bheen
burned. === The French workingmen's delentes
were refused admittance to large factories in New
Taven, The Salvation Anny sang one of their
street hymna in court, at New Haven, during their
trial for breach of the peace. ——— Amanda Fluch
was before a Justice in New Brunswick for identifi-
“ution and afterwards met Coop in jail,

Ciry AND SupvrpAN.—The peculiar relations be-
tween unbalaneed bid contractors and the singular
character of Mr, Thompson's inspectors are de-
seribed in Tug TriBUNE to-day. =——— Professor
sargent, of Harvard, appeared yesterday before the
haber of Commeres Committee on Forests, =———
teneral di Cesnola continued his testimony. ———
The Corporation Counsel gave an opinion on lawful
wd unlawful bay-windows, == J. Il, Billups &
U'n, cotton commission merchants, failed with

wininal liabilities of $400,000,——The Committes

f Eighteen held a meeting.——=Miss Withersporn
Mot and killed herself at Tarrytown, ——— Several

wlicemanwoere dismissed bythe Commissioners——

it to recover $30,000 for the alienation of a
vife's affections has been begun in Drooklyn,

told value of the legal-tender silver dellar (4121
sruius), 55,30 cents,

In eleeting Senitor Sabin as its permanent
Jinirman, the Republican National Comanittee
sesterday made o wise choice. Ile has not
been identificd in any way with [factional dis-
putes and he possesses the encrgy and exeeu-
tive ability necessary to make a good chairman.
In deciding to hold the next Convention in
Uhicago the Committee reached a satisfuctory
cnpromise on conflicting elaims, It was at
Conventions held in that city that Lincoln and
arield were nominated ; and if a wise selec-
tion is made next year there will be no douln
of a repetition of the sneeessful campanigns that
followed the previous Conventions held there.
1 he date for holding the Convention, June 3, is
probably as good a8 could be chosen, though it
is often Lot weather in Chicago at that time of
the year. It is a matter for regret that the Com-
mittee did not adopt the proposition of Mr,
Frye for a change in the basis of represinta-
tiou. It woet with the general approval of the
Republicans of the North, and its adoption
would have added strength to the next Conven-
tion. The question was referred to that body
by a vote of 25 to 18, Of course the Conven-
tion would have power to deal with the subject
without regard to the action of the Committee,

—m——p—

There is reason to fear that another one of the
cherizhed rights of the Board of Aldermen is
about to be swept away. An injunetion has
been issaed against the erection of certain bay
Avindows authorized by the Board, and the Cor-
poration Counsel has given an opinion that
such bay windows are unlawful. If the Alder-
men are to be restrained from anthorizing
street obstructions simply because they are un-
Jawful, then indeed have matters come toa
strange pass. Out of 1,1€0 resolutions passed
by the Board in twelve months, over 500 were
for the erection of bay windows, meat-racks,
and other like sfreet obstructions, And
although the Mayors have regularly vetoed
yich resolutions, because illcgal, the en

have as regularly passed them over the vetoes.
If the Courts are now to step in and * muzzle

the co-ordinate branch,” in the language af_ one
of its members, there will be stirring times
ahead.
——
Itis difficult to understand exactly what are
the intentions of the French Cabinet on the
Tonquin question.  Weeks ago it gave ont that
orders had been issued to attack Bac-Ninh and
Sontay. The attack was not made, however.
Then it was said that the order had been given
to seize those two pliaces on December 5. But
that date passed without any military move-
ment. Now the Cabinet has reeeived a vote of
confidence in the Chambers, and it is said to
have proposed a renewal of negotiations with
the Chinese officials. Apparently the Govern-
ment hesitates to take a step beyond which
peace may be impossible. But it i= diffieult to
see how a war is to be aveided without one side
or the other receding from the position it has
taken., It will be strangeif the Mandarins,
who were ready to fight with Russia over the
proviuee of 8li, back down before a less dan-
gerons foe,
1
One of the important questions to come before
the Legislature nt its next session will be that
of protecting from destruetion the Adirondack
forests. The committee of the Chamber of
Commerce, which is eirenlating a memorial on
this subject for presentation to the Legislature,
onght to receive the aid of every citizen. It is
to be hoped that the eommittee of the State
Semate  which investigated the subject last
summer will present a practienble measure for
adfption by the Legislature. The question is
not one of easy solution. A great deal of the
forest land is now owned by private persons,
and that will have to be acquived in some way
for the State in order to save the forests from
destruetion.
——im—

The National Committee of the Union Leagne
has undertaken a very difficnlt task, Tt seeks
to find some way to overcome Dourbonism in
the South. That is a problem which has long
ocenpied the attention of the ecountry, and
which ix no neaver solution now than it was ten
yvears ago, There is one way to chieck the evil,
and that is to eleet Republicans in the North,
Itis no doubt true, as Representative Honk
said in the meeting of the Conmttee yesterday,
that * thers will not be another faiv election
“until the North eonvinees the Bonrbons that
“they cannot the Government,” Bt
recent ocenrrences in Viegmin amd Washington
show that they are yet far from being con-
vineed that they cannot rale the nation,

.

The plan for the conduct of the Republican
primarics, and for the control of the Distriet
and County Committees, us adopted last pizht
by the Committce of Eighteen, is another wise
step in the direetion of veorganizng the party
in this city. The Committee decided not to tix
the date of the primarvies until all the chal-
lenges resulting from the recent enrolment
are dizposed of.  That will give opportunity fon
a thorough sifting of the eharges made against
any enrolled voter, amd will seeure fair prim-
aries, ‘That is the one great advantage in the
new plan,

vl
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The Republican Senators onght to make no
mistake to-day in agreeing upon a candidate
for Secretary of the Senate.  No person should
be chogen who is not in full sympathy with Civil
Service Reform and the other prineiples of the
party. It is diffieult to understand, under such
cirenmstances, how Mr. George C. Gorbam ean
hope for sueeess,

LIGHT ON A  )JMMISSIONER'S METIIODA,

In any mvestigution which may be made into
contract frands in the Public Works Depart-
ment, the peculiar eirenmstances related in to-
day's Tripoxe should have foll weight, If o
contractor eannot afford to do a piece of work
at a lower price than hiz bid, how can he afford
to hecome surety on the contract of the man
who underbids him T Awd if there is no con-
tractors’ ring, how are the elose pecuningy reli-
tions existing between eompeting contractors to
be expluined T And how is it that & man whoe
does not bid at all is at the same time surety on
a large number of different contruets ' These
are serious  guestions, the answers to which
should be carefully sought by a competent legal
tribunal.

There ghould also be o searching investigation
to ascertain whether or not the city is paying
for supplies and work not furnished. It has ve-
cently been shown before the Assessient Com-
mission that on some contriets made hefore Mr,
Thompson beeame Commisgsioner of  Public
Works large sums were paid for work never
done. What guarantoe is there that the saome
atate of aftairs does not oxist now 1 Certainly
there is nothing in the character of the pnlilit"-
ians employed by My, Thompson as inspectors,
to secure the city against frands of that kind.
As shown to-day, one of the inspeetors was em-
ployed in another city while drawing per diem
pay in New-York, There arve other and worse
instanees of this kind that can be given.

How cnormons are the losses to the eity
through the worse than reckless administration
of Mr. Thompson will only be known after a
thorough legal investigntion, What Contraller
Green officially said of the Public Works De-
partment in 1876 is particularly applicable now
“ Sinceurists and placemen have swelled the
“pay-rolls; inspeetors of public improvements,
“rotally ungualified for their duties, hiave been
“employed.  Not to waste words, the result has
“heen enormous cost of work to be assessed
“upon property-owners; fraudulent contracts
“and a mass of corrupt jobs,  Three fourths of
“the litigation of the city has grown out of the
“irregular transactions of this departinent, It
“wvas organized under the charter of 15870 to
“ogive to its then head a preponderance of the
“political power of the city, and it has never
“yet been freed from the influences that grew
“up under his management.”

It was not long after that was written when
Mr, Thompson becameo the political power in
the Pablic Works Department ; and what his
influence has led to we have already shown,
The expenditures of the department are wuch
larger now than in 1876, and the loss is corre-
spondingly greater,

EXCUSES THAT DO ANOT' EXCUSE.

Commisgioner Thompson puts forth two ex-
cuses: 1, That the engineers of the depart-
ment have no means of estimating the quanti-
tics of rock and earth ina proposed exeava-
tion, their so-called estimates being nothing
more than guesses. 2, That the department
has had until lately no authority to reject un-
balanced bids, but has been obliged by law to
ratify and execute obviously dishonest con-
tracts,

1. To the first plea it is a suflicient answer
that favored contractors seem to lave no dili-
culty in doing what Mr. Thompson says ean-
not be done. Whenever the Department of
Public Works puts forth a grossly ermoncons

guess, it happens that sowe one contractor

bases upon it a grossly unbalanced bid, and the
city invariably loses by the operation. The
resnlt is never the other way. This, as Sam
Weller said of the up. etting of a coach load of
voters, isa “hextra-ordinary and wonderful
coineidence.”

2, That a public officer, sworn fo protect the
interests of the eity, is bound, by law or by any
other obligation, to consent to the swindling of
the city, we flatly deny. It is apparent from
Mr, Thompson's language that he knew what
these unbilanced bids meant ; he must have
known if he was not a fool; and the proposi-
tion (hat the head of a department is required
by law to carry out an obwvious selieme to de-
frand is one which we shall not aceept withont
very precise and eminent legal authority, DBut
is there a man of common  scnse who believes
that the Commissioner of Public Works could
not have broken up these systematie rasealities
at any moment if he had wished to ?

What conld he do T In the first place, if the
lw did pot authorize him  to reject dishonest
bids, it was only neecasary  for him to expose
the wrong and ask for a better law, That is
what a faithful eficer would have done at
onee s amd there is not the least doubt that pub-
licity would have put a stop to the whole thiev-
ish system.  Mr. Thompson, howeyer, accopted
the situation with such cheerfulness that when
a change in the law did give him authority to
reject unbalaneed hids he made no use of it;
he gays that he did not know of the change un-
til the Corporation Counsel ealled his attention
to it nearly five months lnter; and even then he
went on accepting unbalaneed  bids just the
same, and the frand is going on prosperonsly
at this moment,

In the next place, it mnst e observed that
the frauds are not committed by the eontract-
ors alone, but they begin in the Department of
Public Works, The basis of a frandulent bid
is always . frandulent estimate of quantities.
Michael Finn would not have bid the prepos-
terons prices of 33 conts o enbie yard for ex-
cavating rock and £7 00 a4 enbie yard for dige-
ging dirt it an ofticinl of the depurtment had not
previonsly made a false cstimate, which Finn
knew to be false,  Collusion  in  such
cnses is diffienlt to prove ; bt where there isa
regular  eorrespondence between  enormons
misealenlations by the department engineers
andl enormotis profits hy the contractors, the in-
irresistible. It does not appear,

ferences are

however, that Me. Thompson ever eallod hissub- | :
| Ranger,

ordinates to acconnt, or felt the least coneern
at theiv nnfitness for theiv places, 1t was plain

that they were either incompetent or dishanest, |

Whiat did the Commisstoner ever do abont it ?

A4 KICKING (ANNGN,

Referving to Apostle Cannon, of tal Terri-

tory.
President Avthur in his Lato messiag
has hurt his

is that he lifis

in refer-
foelings,

un his

e to the  Mormons
Al i
voiee in poassionate protest,
Wi are glad to see him taken that
iz vy e

the

CONSCIEnNee
s =0, wak.
w s

For this is a stvle of Cannon
is harmless, bt whose recorl 08 for
wan that tires it ofl,

w Our enemides,” exelaimed the Apostle, in his
diseonrse of last Sunday, *hope to divide us
They have by their

this prople of

Sand thus overcome ns,
“Iaws deprived the leaders of
“those rights that belong to
“them, 'They have sought to humble the elite
Thisis what is familiarly
known as the martyr meket, And mist
admit that seldom has it been so impressively
played.  The greater  inelndes the less, so that
if “the ¢lito™ of the polygumists are to be
hnmbled, of conrse your ordinary, every-ida}
polygamist stands no chanee at all, “The
elite” is alovely term in any elreumstances,
is irresistible, Tt gives one

ns as mneh as to

sof this people”
we

It ws hiere used it
wnew idea of the juicy resourees of the Freoch
Innguage, besides formishing  a fresh synonym
for leading reprobates, The gentry to whom
Cannon relers when he speakeof the elite ave the
Maortuon * apostles ™ and cognate ehicfs of what-
ever name who  uphold the pestiferons institn-
tion known as the  Mormon Chureh,
the olite in the Pecksnift or Dick
Turpin was,

Further on in his discourse Cannon eomplains
that * the men that have labored for years in
bnilding up this Territory have been deposed.”
The reference  liere s chietly to Cannon,  Ie
hias long been a foremost Mormon leader,  In-
devd, ever sinee the death of that gointessence
of the elite, Brigham Young, he hwen
kuown ns * the brains of the Mormon Chprel”
Sent to Congress as a delegate from Utah in
1573, he remained there as sneh antil Tast yeur
when he was  deposed from oftiee.  He wnde o
vigorous fight for his seat, in the conrse of
which he defended himsolf and his fellow-
polygamists as bheing on * the plune of Ahrdham
and the patrinrehs” There i< gronnd for sns-
peeting that his temper has not iproved sinee
his involuntary retirement, That e and his
fellow-leaders have done much to promote
“the building np of the Tervitory,” so farns itz
material prosperity s coneerned, may e ad
mitted, But their ehicf work has been the
building up, in defianee of law and decency, of
the Mormon Charel,

Cannon  would  hetter
again. Nothing he ean say
of the Mormons loonk better,
it look worse 15 quite possible,

sense that

]IJIQ

not fire himeelf off

ean make the
That he can make

SHIFPING LaWw REFORM.

Several bills have been introdoeed at Wash-
ington for reform of the shipping liws, bt
none of them appears to contain any oy isions
for the better protection of the merehant sen-
man from bratality or for the improvement of
thee ealibre of merchant eaptuins and mates,

We rejoies that it |

They are |

Changes are sugeested in gome of these hills |

whieh secm calealatod to faeilitate the dis-
charge of seamen in foreign ports, and steip
frome them the protection afforded by their
cloim to three months’ wages, Bt though the
saviggery and  ernelty with which
American vessels are ron has beeome o nalional
reproach, we look iu vain forany legislation
aiming at the extirpation of this erving ahnse,
It is plain that one canse of the bratality on
board 0 many American ships is the bad ehor-
acter of the men who are appointed officers.
Andl there can be no doubt that one explanation
of this is the ecase with which such positions
ean be assumed in this eonntey, 1 overy mer-
t:h'.nl[ master and mate were t‘nlupi-]ll-il 1 (EHER]
Government examinations and hold Govern-
ment certificates, ns in England, a better class
of men would soon go into these cimployments.
Thers would then, moreover, be a means both
of supervision and punishment which would
tend to check the disposition toward eruelty
now &0 freely indolged,

The Government, that is to say Congress, has
long neglected the interests of the merchant
seaman,  No class of men in the conntry are so
|l|'frlll.'1'l('-.-i, or are Il.‘lIli“l]lH.\' Hiore ]r|‘|-_\'|-||
upon. Exposed at sea to the brutality of every
petty tyraut who happens to hold the position
of master or mate, nud as a rule always re-
garded ns prima facie in the wrong when they
complain to a consal in a foreign port, they are
delivered over, the moment they set foot on
shore, to the most rapacious and conscienceless
sct of harpies that ever lived by mapine.  The

boarding-lhouse keeper, the slop-clothing seller,

to pany

the rumseller, and 1t is to be feared even some-
times the shipping ngent who carries the com-
mission of the United States, are his enemies,
and in their differing ways fleece and victimize
him. His advance notes are almost always ap-
propriated by some of the gang of thieves who
surronnd him, and who make the most trans-
parent pretence of giving him consideration.
In short Poor Jack ia treated worse than any
dog both afloat and ashore, and becanse he is
simple and for the most part ignorant, and be-
cause he does not know or care anything about
politics, he finds nobody to take up his cause
and demand justice and fair play for him,

It is time this was remedied.  We ghall never
regain our lost position on the ocean until we
have officers and ecrews as well as ships. At
present, if we could instantly put a thousand
merchant ships aflont, we should have to go
abroad to man them. Outrage and neglect have
driven our few remaining sailor-men away from
the flag they love, and have fastened upon that
flag an evil reputation among all sea-going
people.  All this, however, ean be changed, and
it is in the power of Congress to change it,  Pro-
tect the sailor atsea. Give him manly and
mereiful offeers,  Goard him from the para-
sites that feed upon him in every port. Do not
leave him withont help abroad, Do not let
owners or eaptaing impose upon him, Do away
with the advance-note system.  Establish
Jovernment  examinations  for masters  and
mates,  And while the general interests of the
shipowners will be materinlly advanced, the
character of the merchant service will be raised,
and the American seaman will again be what
he was formerly,—the pride of his country,

“CHEER® A8 CAPITAL.

The political economists exercise their wits
strennously wpon definitions of capital. Tt is
the sarplus earnings of lubor, they say.  Itis
this, that and the other.  But they invariably
omit from their reasoning that important factor
which has heen aptly termed ®the personal
equation.”  For the Professors of the Dismal
Sejence it is perhaps necessary to postulate ah-
golute uniformity of effects ; hut if this is indis-
pensable to the formulation of a  consistent
theory of wealth and its disteibntion, it none the
lisss prevents ||n||li|'.-|[rl'nunm\ frism neeonatit-
ing for or even taking due eognizance of sone
of the most striking and remarkable faets.
an cxataple of this defect in the alleged seivnes,
take the Lite failure of the specalator, Morris
I
amassing Habilities to the amount of 5,000,
000, vet whose assots were only $43,000,  Now
it is perfectly evident that te eapital of Morris
Raee e il not consist of his surplos carnings;
did not veprosent the vesults of Tabor in any
wits not the inerement of land value ; in

Was i \\i|l} _"'-II'l'lI'l‘r'rI mn

forn ;

The vigorons langmyee cmployved by | faet cannot be put in any of the orthadox eco-

What, then, did the great
To pnt it
amid elearly, if somewlnt valgarly, his
s confidence in
to have

nomie categonies,
S nlator’s o |1|!‘|,|1 consist it
curtly
capital consisted in % cheek”
Wigsclf, in effeet, may e said hivien
represented by his four millions of debts,. The
cotitidence of others in him is
the  other hand, by his forty-tivee thousind
dollnrs of assets,
ingly, that if woe conld buy such-an-one at Lhe
pulilie valuation of him, and sell Lim at his own
valuation, there would be miueh profit in the
Just o with Morris Runger,  And
this case is only typical.  The extent to which
“eheek ™ operates as capitul is pearecly sus-
pocted, probably,  *Cheek ™ is to erodit what
ercdit is to ordinary commuoereinl transactions,
Its uso involves o refinement of the process
through which eheeks have in these days super-
goded the exchange of actual money in busi-
pess,  There are plenty of Rangers all over the
They utilize their nerve, their experi-
amducity,  They create what is for
goodd as capital in this way,

e presents d, on

1t is sabd sometimes, sneer-

transaction,

\\nllll.
it
PUrpOses

e,

st

Very often they are sneeessful, and then they |

arv able ta sapply n basis of real capital to their
operations, But the boldest of sueh speenlators
at times are tempted or deiven iuto taking des-
At sueh times they are like
gonetals whe separate the meelves from their
base of communication, as Sherman disd, and
who proceed “in the ait,” as the Freneh strate-
They are then operating, not upon

peratis o hiances,

Kistd say.

lupn..l. bt upon ¥ cheek,™ and should  they

nuke mwistakes they are lHable to such failure ns
has befallen Morris  Hanger.  The men who
make these dangerons ventures are, however,

invariably natural gamblers, Thelr operitions

do ot resemble those of the men whe have ae- |

quired great capital by Jow, sneecssive work,
They take a pleasore in the very risk of the
operations, distinet from their Interest in the
resitlts. They delight in the fertility of their
owi tesources, and in the eoolness which ¢n-
ables them to put at stake handrads of thou-
sands, or millions, which they do not possess,
Queh coolness, indeel, may casily be factitions,
for he who merely stakes other peopli’s money
needs ore absence of seruplo than presence of
mind.

As to the honesty of this kiml of speculation
there is no room for doubt, Tt is ouly the mig-
pitude of the operation that mislewds the pub-
lie. 1t a poor elevk or mechiuie tried the spme
game and failed, every body wonld say il see
that he was unprineipled,  But whena man
fuils for fonr millions upon a capital of forty-
five thensand dollars, there is a disposition to
admire his andacity, and tather to defer to him
s o genins,  The speenlator who frides on
deheck ™ is in fact one in whom those ten-
dencies are developed which lead to erime.
There isa want of balanee, a greed without
restiaint, o contempt for ethical principles, such
as mny be looked for mmong professional erim-
inals, Yot itis cortain that the employment of
welieek ® ns caplial in the Morris Riunger way is
quite common, and  that ceonomists ought to
devise some method of taking this elass of pases
into necount,  OF conrse a lurge preaportion of
thie vilines ervated by sueh speculators is fieti-
Gions, bt men way be cined by tampering even
with Setitions values, amd in all such eases the
one who has least to lose is the Bold speculator
whose eapital 1s * in his mind.”

tn the present state of public morals there
soems no effeetnal way of protecting sociely
amtinst the Morrds Rangers,  No doubt in the
long run they come to gricf, but meantime
mMany persons  come to griel also
throngeh them, A time may come when erimi-
nality will beless relative and comparative than
now, but until such a millennial period arrives
the world will probably have no better protee-
tion against these adventurers than its own
judgmont constitutes,

innoeent

CHINESE TRUTNFULNESS,

The Herald, speaking of recent Chingse ro-
mors, observes that * one of the national char-
acteristics of that people is n want of capacity to
distinguish between truth and falsehood.”  The
same kind of statement has been often made
before, but it is not true.  There 18 no nation
upon earth of which such a statement conld be
trathfully made,  The very same gecusation
hins been brought against the people of India,
and Professor Max Miiller has refated it and
exposed 1t injustice in the most conelusive
manner, In the first place, no Western nation
hns ever obtained such a knowledge of the
Chinese charnetor ns would justify the sweep-
ing generalization referred to, In the second

As |

| have not materially improved their position in re-

| by the British Government should be made to carry

| aceuracy that we have noted of late, Eight or

place, the common notions of the Chinese char-
acter ave derived from contact with the Chinese
who have come to this country ; and nineteen=
twentieths of them are of the lowest soclal and
fntellectual grade, come from one town and
province, and are in no true sense representa-
tive. In the third place, all who have had deal-
ings with educated Chinese, and especially with
the mercantile class, know that they are re-
markably npright and truthful. In San Fran-
cisco, where there are many wealthy Chinese
merchants, the credit of no class stands higher.
Bankers solicit their custom because they are
so serupulously honorable, and their word is, in
nine caseg out of ten, better worth having than
that of the majority of white traders. Again
the literature of China, which is extensive,
though only a very small portion of it has been
explored hitherto, abonnds in inculeations of
reverence for the truth., From Confucius on-
ward all the philosophers and teachers of the
Middle Kingdom have exhibited the strongest
regard for truth and the strongest hatred for
fulsehood. Columns could be filled with Chi-
nese apothegme, proverbs and didactic sentences
breathing the loftiest sentiments in this connec-
tion.

As to Chinese diplomaey, it is like all diplo-
macy, save that it is more subtle than that of
the West, Bat if, which is not the case, it were
far more insincere and {ul of duplicity than
that of other powers, it might be answered to
this charge that weakness has always heen com-
pelled to defend itself by cunning.  When the
liow's skin is too short, that of the fox must cke it
ont. That is not only time-honored diplomatic
doctrine, but human nature.  All subjugated
people have reconrse to deceit, It is too often
their sole protection,  The Chinese in America
have been defenceless strangers in o hostile
conuntry, and there need be no wonder, there-
fore, if they have tried to proteet themsclves
sometimes by * ways that are dark and tricks
that are vain.”  But the habit of branding a
nationof four hundred millions with * incapacity
to distingnish between truth and falsehood ™ is
certainly not warranted by the facts, and it isa
Toose and reckless way of talking which ought~
to be abandoned,

The text of the English shipowners' agreement
with M. do Lesseps shows that while they have boeen
accorded seven additional seats in the Boari of Di-
rectors of the Suez Canal, the membership has heen
enlarged from twenty-four to thirty-two. The En-
gelish representation has been inercased from a mi-
nority of three toa minority of ten, but this conees-
sion is of questionable value sinee the Frenek diree-
tors will have o clear majority of twenty-two votes
in the enlarged board, whereas their present majori-
ty is twenty-one. While the English shipowners

gand to the management of the canal, they have se-
cured the abolition of pilotage and large and speedy
reductivus of tolls, The wonupoly claimed by M.
de Lossepa is tacitly couceded notwithstanding
the outery raisod agmnst it during the summer in
aud out of Parliment.  The committes of shipowners
venture to express the opinen that the shares held

adesguate voting power at the meeting of the share-
holders, but the proposition is not included in the
ngreemaent,

The Albany Argus, 1a attempting to defend Mr,
Thowpson, says: * During the past year eight or
nine Grand Juries have investigated the affairs of
the Departiwent of Publie Works and found noth-
ing reflecting in the slighteat degree upon the
fudgment or integrity of Commissioner Thompson,”
Ihis is one of the tinest examples of newspaper in-

nine Grand Juries, indeed! ‘The troth s that not one
Grand Jury has investigated the Public Works De-
partwent sinee Mr, Thompson becaine the Couinis-
sioner three yours ago.

The banquet given to Mr. Parnell in Dublin Tues-
doy evening is one of the most impressive episodes of
the history of Irish ngitation. He entered upon the
catnpaign of ngraring and politicnl warfare with a

modest fortune and o small landed estate.  The ex-
clusive attention which ho has given to public
questions has not allowed bim suflicient leisare for |
protecting Liis private juterests, aud his aflnirs aro
involved 1 pecunisry embarrassments of the
gravest chiaracter. For many months Irishoen at
home, o the United States and in Anstralia have
peen rafsing o fund to be presented to him in ae-
knowledgment  of his serviess to the Natwnal
Pricsts and prelates of the Romun Church
enonneed the subseriptions, but the money
has eon stoadily accumulating until the fund now
excoods F180,000,  Finally it was preseated to
the Agitator at o groat gathering of representative
Lrishimen. It was o suprome act of Natiwoual grati-
tude and patriotie contidence,  Mr. Parvell haas
e many mistakes ; he has dallied with eriminal
agencies and hesitated to denonnee lawlessness and
assassination, aud in other respects has fallen be-
low the stature of some of the great figures of Irish
history ; lnt Le Las won the hearts of his country-
men the world over.  They beliove in him and
attest their faith by works,

The operntors engaged in the military telegraph
serviee during the War of the Rebellivn are about
to make an application to Congress for rank and
pensions,  There may be some question about the
military gradea to which telegraph operators wish
thomselves promoted twenty years after the fight,
Tt none af all nhout their gallant servico and full-
eat elaim to recogrition in the pension hist,

M. Ferry's speech in defence of the Tonquin
Credlits bl was cirenitous in its logie and down-
right dishonest i many parts, but it served the
purpose and secured for the Government a work-
ing majority, Having received two votes of con-
fidence, the Ministry can now give orders for the
opening of hostilities and the chatter of diplomaey
in Pekin and Paris will come to an end.  Naturally
they will entertain high hopes of eloslug the cam-
paign speedily with some great stroke of good for-
tune,  The Repulilie no less than the Empire has a
blind confidence in its lock, and strives to come-
mand suceess by shicer andacity and recklessness.
There could be no stronger proof of the hap=-hazard
policy pursued by the Govermment than the small
s voted by the Deputies for the prosccution of
the war. If the eredits asked for aro insutlicient,
g0 {s the military and naval foree o Tonguin,  In-
dead, the inadeguaey of that forcecan only be ex-
plained on the hypothesis that the Ministry be-
lieved, not what Premier Ferry sald on Monday,
but what M. Challemel-Lacour said last My,
namely, that the Chinese wonld not fight under
any cirenmstances,  If the Ministry have not en-
tertained illusions, Lot have resolutely faced the
contingeney of u enmpalgn with China, they havo
been guilty of erlminal folly Inwaking such scanty
preparitions for a great conflict,

I'hero ought to be no Lesitation on the part of
the Board of Estimate in making an appropriation
for accountants to bo employed by the Grand Jury.,
It has been suggested that the present Commis-
gioners of Accounts shonld be intrusted witk the
work. Inthat he is greatly mistaken, If the Com-
missioners of Accounts had done their duty there
would be less need of the Grand Jury undertaking
an investigntlon, At least one of the Commission-
ers Lins boen examining the city departments for
yonrs, and we have yet to learn of the tlrst oxpos-
ure of fraud that he bas made, After someono else
hus made the first discovery then the Commission-
ers of Accounts are ready to take up the work,
And then they have shown a dlsposition to pub-
lish thelr reports in deflance of the Mayor, That
15 not the kind of acconntants needod by the Grand
Jury, which onght to be able to conduet its inves-
tigation Independont of the Mayor or any ity de-
;m:t:uunt. Every ald possible should be extended
to it,

King Alfonso is represented as saylng, in the
course of a conversation with some German journal-

{sts who accompanied the Crown Prince to Bpain, )

tacking, but cannot be restrained in reserve pogl
tlons” If thisis o the Spanish soldiers have im.
proved very muchof late, for when last they dig
any serlous fighting, which was in the Peninsulap
War, they certainly did not win much renown fop
their enthusiasm in anything but retreat. At thag
time It was difficult to persuade them to face the
Freuch, and though it is true that they were badly
officered, their want of subordination and disej.
pline appears to have been by no means a temporary
or passing defect, Since then there has been plenty
of civil war in Spain, but the Spanish soldiers,
though frequently displaying gallantry, and some.
times even ferocity, have not, so far as the rest of
the world knows, achieved anything which can
justify the statement that thoy are * unequalled in
attack.” No doubt, however, King Alfonso is in s
measure bonnd to give his troops the best charactep
at his disposal.

PERSONAL.

Ex-Governor Thomas A, Hendrieks, accompaniad
by his wife,his nophew William Morgan and wife and
Judge Rand of Indianapolis, sailed for Europe yess
terday on the steamship Werra, The party wiil
make only a brief sojourn in England uuH will then
visit France, Italy and Spain. They expect to re-
turn some time in February next.

Mr. W, B, Goldberg, father of Mlle, Amclie Gold-
berg-Drillanti, the prima donna who 15 mecting
with such success in Europe, has purchased a sito
for a residence in Milwankee and will make thag
city his home, His daughter, who is now tweuty.
three years of aﬁn, will soon return to this countr
aud sing probably nnder her father's mulmgnmeult

The Rev. Dr. Henry M, Secudder, of Chicago (re-
cently of Brooklyn), having been eriticised Ly
an anonymous correspondent for admitting Mr,
Mozoomdar to his pulpit one Sunday evening, hay
made a detailed roply in  The Inter-Ocean, He vign.
rously npholds the right of Mr. Mozoomndar und i
co-religionists to be called Clristians, and that of
the Bralmo-Somaj to be considered, i .

ractice, o Christian church. ?)r. ch-llnlln?“}? :':Ii}

remembered, was born in India, and was fuoe
munth of his lifﬁ o mmi"l:.u, ll]::m i Im that n thia
matter none knows better than i
o kel o 4% i ho the things

** Mra, Carlisle was presont,” writes a Philalelphia
Press correspondent, * tosee her hughand  assumo
his new dignities, und sat with several other Ken.
tucky ladies on the front seat of tbe gallery re.
served for moembers’ Luomilies, which for sevoral
years past has been on the Democratie side, Her
initials are the surue as bor Lhuosband’s ; her full
name, Jane Goodson Corlisle. As the davghter «f
Major Goodson, of Covington, sle was ove of the
belles of Kentucky, aod *rich enongh to marry
where her beart inclined.! Sho is an olegnitt woman,
with tall and supple figurs, fuir and wavy brown
hair, blue eyes, and a cloar, well-madulated voiee,
She talks well, and has as much of that indetinnbie
quality called * presence " as any laly one meets
here, and wneh graciousness with it,  She hus Yoo
a favorite in her own right during the four yveus
her inshand has been in Congress, nnd Ler Wednes.
lay receptions ot the Riges House, which sha Las
decided not to [n-gin till Junnary, are sure to be
awong the leading attractions of the winter,?

“ Mr. Cable’s caroer an & plat forn reador of his
own works bogan,” says The Boston Gazetls, * al.
most befors he knew it, He had never elerished
at ambition ia that direction, and he would
probably never have entored upon it but for the
entroatios of o cotarie of his aflmirors. Ia the
course of a brief conversation, the othor evening,
he told the writer how it all came alout, He was
delivering a course of slx lectures on Liberativa ab
the Johins Hopkins University, in Itimory, lusk
spring, and while delivering these he had occasion
to dwell on Creole history, In onder to illustruts
his teachings be read brief extracts from theee o
h_l*! blmk_n, and his success as an interpreter .-,E
Croole dialect wos 8o marked and instantanvons
that he was asked to give a secoud lecture, to Lo
devoted chiotly from readings from his owa works,
I'liis Mr, Cable relnctantly conseated to o, and Le
thus bLegun o career that promisea to Lring him
quite as muck pecuniary gain na his writings, to
say nothing of the added pleasure wldeh Lis read.
ings atford™

Tho Johns Hopkins Unlversity recolved on Sun-
day, suys The Baltimore Day, a dispatch fiom Pro-
fessor Cayley, of the University of Carabridge,
Englaud, anuouncing that Professor 8ylvester has
heen elected Savilian Professor of Mathematics in
the Unliversity of Oxford. The aloction was held on
Wednesday last. 1t iy nnderstood that he accepts
the appointient, and will henceforth be enrolled as
a professor emeritus ou the statt of Johus Hopkins, A
farewell assembly will be held in his honor at an

early day in the I{nYkim Librury. During his resi-
dence in Baltimors Professor Sylvester hasgivenan
cxtruonlinary impulse to the stuily of mathematics,
havingtanght a number ofpupils whose services ave
heen sought for at Harvard tn the East and io the

| University of California in the West, and at many

intermedinte pomnts, Amnnq them are Story, Crai

and Fraoklin, now in Johns Hopkins ; Marston, o
Baltimore ; Gore, !utrl)‘ in the University of Vir
ginia and uow in the University of North Carolinag
tlalsted, at l’l‘l:l(:ul'.m:_l;nblltnlmll. at Marictta ; Ely,
at Buchtel, Ohlo ; Stringham, in the University o

Uanlifornia; Vin Velzer, in the University of Wise
consin ; Prontiss, of the United  States " Nautioal
Almanae, und Durfes, just appoiuted to Hobare
College.

Itiaca, N. Y., Dee. 12—President Whito gave
hi= snnual talk to the students of Cornell Univer-
sity toulay, He loft Ithaca shortly afterward for
New-York, where he will atteud the Alumul bau-
quet of that university,

GENERAL NOTES.

Mr, Whiteley, of London, the universal
purveyor, who will furnish & eustomer with snythlag uns
der beaven that be may desire, bas recently added tha
publishing trade to bis lonumerable departinents aud
will presently offer to the world o new book vn wllch
Colonel Burnaby s now hard ot work.

The State Librarian of Virginia, Colonel
Sherwin Meloe, nfter studylug for a decade the coat-of-
arms of the Old Dominlon. bas prod 1 & pew dovica
whioh will be recommended for oftivial adoption. The
deshen represents Virtus staonding with one foot on the
dewd body of o tyrant, with the chains of suljection
brokeng The sword s niln:ltl_wd and the tigurw is clothed
s the garlb of & Homun eltlzen instead of in wrmor,

The New-York State Fish Commission is now
roaudy to recelve applications from restilents of this State
who destra to stock publie waters with salmoan trout,
brook trout, California trout, black buss, Oswego buss,
rock Dass, yollow pereh or bulllieads,  Applicauts are
requisted to deslgnate and doseribe the water which they
wish tostock, All appleations muast be tade befoie
March 1, 1ssd, amd sbhould be addressed 1o Mr. seil
Gitven, Rochester,

Russian papers are discussing with muoch con-
cern the rapld destruction of the forests,  The beautital
oak forests are beeoming extluet; only the borders of 1L
coelebruted chestnut wouds of Vassilgoursk, which ilste
from the time of Peter the Great, now exfst; tho foresta
whilel once reachied from the banks of the Volgon awl the
Dozt fur into the steppes towaed the Urad Mountalus hnva
been destroyed, aud in uum'\' ovniral jpro wood had
beeomne so expensive that large eousiun 1
fng the importation of coal or the use of

The march of improvement has seldom en-
conntureid o greater obstacle than Aunt Mary Jane, ot
Philudelphin.  This sged uegresd §s not obstinate | )
utwiclly, Day sl vlght for years she had sat at the
winlow of o decaying honse on the  east shie o
Sevonth st., eatiig, sleeplng and sewiog carpet razs a8
Inelination prompted,  But wt lust the owper of the b 11+
teetded to convert ¢ it s store, and Anut Mary Jone
Bad to go.  Sho wis 100 large to be cart il throgh the
door of her roow, and 8o sho wis transterned to o furiis
ture van through the window at which <l T w0 |"-;$
sut helploas, A regimoent of stalwart nelghliors ""['
||.-cut|||j|nln~d the ardioas tosk while au urtay of spectss
tors applauded its progress aud completiou. |

The plans for the palace which Mr. Flool i3
about to erect on * Nob HIIL" San Franclseo, are s0 faf
perfocted that some of the contracts havo boen gived oot
Tlie material throughout s to be brown afone, qua! P
and drossed (n Connectiout. * Tho front of the dwelllug,
suys The Chronicle, *1s to bo but two storles in elglite
tho lower Dorfe and tbe upper Tonie, both moditied b
Rowan  suggestions of ornamentation. Tho b
will form a parallslogram 107x127 foot in sloe, the

break In the even lines of the four walls being # a
and i syguare ceutrnl tower, contalning the viestd
ita hase 4t the front and A stmilur portico extended M:&
orle e i tho rear. The front and rear portho
s allke, Both will be sapported by fourtecn

¥
purely Dorle, earved ot of single stones and s
@ balcony of co %ﬂd whn &
Dalustrnde, the plors of whilob capped with vaees
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